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Trustees’ Problems. 
By Mrs. H. M. Towner, Trustee Corning 
(Ia.) Public Library. 


To hold ‘‘in trust’’ a municipal edu- 
eational institution which touches di- 
rectly or indirectly the interests of a 
_ diversified citizenship is a duty not to 
be lightly regarded. Library trustees 
who take their responsibilities serious- 
ly are realizing that while many ques- 
tions of routine and detail are neces- 
sarily. and properly left to the judg- 
ment of the librarian, there are’ still 
many problems of organization, admin- 
istration, book selection, etce., which the 
trustee must solve, and which require 
not only careful thought, but special in- 
formation. 

One of these questions is the division 
of the tax money. How shall the budget 
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be made up each year? How large a 
part of the annual income shall be set 
aside for salaries? What share used 
for books? For general improvements? 
The question of salaries must, of course, 
be largely determined by the training 
and experience of those employed, and 
depends also upon local conditions, but 
it is of value to the trustee to know 
what others are doing under similar 
conditions, and he who keeps in touch 
with other libraries in his state, espe- 
cially with those nearest the local li- 
brary in size, will have a basis for com- 
parison which will be found helpful. 
If another library of the same size and 
same income is able to employ a trained 
librarian, a knowledge of this will often 
lead to a realization that money spent 
in this way is a good investment. Per- 
haps the trustees of a small library may 
not have. realized that the efficiency of 
their library might be greatly increased 
if it could be arranged to pay enough 
to employ a librarian with at least sum- 
mer school training, until they learned 
of the work being accomplished in some 
other library of the same size. An as- 
sistant may be greatly needed in a 
given library, but trustees often find it 
difficult to decide whether it is wise to 
incur the additional expense. There is 
no profession in which it is easier to 
overwork. A good librarian puts so 
much of herself into the library and 
expends so much nervous force without 
realizing it, that the strain is great. In 
a library of eight or ten thousand vol- 
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umes the mechanical work required 
makes great inroads on the time and 
strength of the librarian, when it is 
needed for more important things. An 
assistant at ten or twelve dollars a 
month for part time, can relieve the li- 
brarian of the small library in many 
ways, and the money is well expended. 


In this matter, as in others, the trustee 


should know exactly what is being done 
in other libraries. 

Another problem which the trustees 
must consider is, what part of the in- 
come may be put aside for books, and 
in what manner shall it be divided? 
What part of it shall be used in 
strengthening the reference depart- 
ment? What amount be expended for 
the circulating department, and how 
divided between classed books and fic- 
tion? How much money may be de- 
voted to the children? A trustee can- 
not decide these questions rightly with- 
out an intimate knowledge of the re- 
sources of his library in every depart- 
ment. There can be no fixed rule about 
these things. Perhaps one year a larger 
amount is needed in the circulating de- 
partment, that the library may be 
strengthened in history, biography, 
travel, or general literature. Perhaps 
another year there will be less need in 
these departments, and the reference 
department may be made richer by the 
addition of some standard books, the 
purchase of which has been postponed. 
Opportunities for completing files of 
the best periodicals should not be over- 
looked by the alert trustee. A trustee 
recently inquired if it would pay to buy 
a complete file of the Atlantic Monthly 
offered for sale. For a library without 
such a file, no better purchase, after 
dictionaries and encyclopedias, and 
Poole’s Periodical Index, could be made 
for the reference department. 

An ever recurring problem with all 
library trustees is the right evaluation 
of fiction. Questionable books creep in 
all unaware, and the trustee, as well 
as the librarian, is held responsible. 
Yet, as one trustee (a member of a 
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book committee) plaintively cain 
‘*Must we read all the fiction tha 
put on the shelves, children’s books i in 
cluded?’’ It would truly be an onerong 

task to read the miscellaneous stan 
which patrons expect to find in a 

lie library, for this query did not fie 
to books of standard fiction which ev. 
ery library has, as a matter of co 
but to the miscellaneous and current 
fiction which so often makes trouble be — 
cause of its unsuitableness or actual 
viciousness. The trustee should ascer. 
tain where the Lest book reviews 

be found, and read them with care 
Another hel; is to read carefuliy each 
month the annotated ‘‘Booklist’’ gent — 
out by the A. L. A. These have beep 
adopted for state use by the League of 
Library Commissions, and in Iowa the 
lists are sent free to every library by 
courtesy of the Library Commission, 
In these lists popular fiction, as well a 
other books, are evalued in brief sep. 
tences, which are illuminating and help. 
ful. There are other ways by which 
one may avoid the purchase of unde 
sirable books, but in this, as in other — 
things, eternal vigilance is the price < 
success. 

The trustee who reads the reports a: 
other printed matter sent out by his 
state library commission, who makes it 
a point to subscribe for Public Libraries 
and the Library Jéurnal, and who regu- 
Isrly attends the annual conferences of 
the State Library Associatior, and, 
when possible, the A. lL. A., will find the 
help to be derived from these agencies 
invaluable in the solution of his prob- 
ems 













































‘*A little library growing larger ev- 
ery year is an honorable part of a man’s 
history. It is a man’s duty to have 
books. A library is not a luxury, but 
one of the necessaries of life. Books 
are the windows through which the soul 









looks out. A home without books is 
like a room without windows.’’—Henry 
Ward Beecher. 
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Accounts and the Public 
_—— Library. 
- Considerable confusion has arisen in 
the minds of some library trustees re- 
g the date for which the Annual 
rt of the Public Library should 
be compiled for presentation to the City 
Council. The 31st G. A. enacted a law 
ing ‘‘Uniform system of munic- 
accounts’’ which provided in a 
definite manner for the accounts of all 
gities and towns in the state to be kept, 
providing forms therefor; and also de- 
F onating that the period which closes 
the Fiscal Report shall be March 31st. 
It was thought by some trustees at the 
first glance that this would affect the 
date of the library report, but upon in- 
vestigation this is found not to be the 


case. 

The state law is explicit in its state- 
ment that the ‘‘Board of Library Trus- 
tees shall each year make to the Coun- 
cil a Report for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31st, a statement of the condition 
of the library, the number of books 
added thereto, the number circulated, 
the number not returned or lost, the 
amount of fines collected, and the 
amount of money expended in the main- 
tenance thereof during such year, to- 
gether with such further information 
as it may deem important.’’ The above 
is so definite and so explicit that there 
ean be no question as to its require- 
ments. It is evident, however, after 
careful investigation, that the Library 
Board should on March 31st of each year 
report certain financial items to the 
City Clerk to be made a part of his 
report of the city for the fiscal year. 
These items would come under the head 
of ““Libraries’’ under the general di- 


vision of ‘‘Municipal possessions,’’ in. 


the schedule provided by the depart- 
ment of Municipal Accounts, and would 
include the items of land, buildings, 
books, furniture and apparatus. The 
other library items to be reported upon 
would be receipts from fees, rents, etc., 
and would probably include fines; the 
expenditures would, of course, include 
the salaries and a general grouping of 


the other items. The figures for this 
report would be comparatively simple 
to compile so far as expenditures are 
concerned, by going over the secretary’s 
voucher book and checking up the stubs 
with the city treasurer’s office. 

After consultation with the head of 
the department of Municipal Accounts 
in the State Auditor’s office, the Sec- - 
retary of the Library Commission feels 
sure that the annual library report 
containing all of the details of the li- 
brary regarding circulation, number of 
books added or withdrawn, the use made 
of the library, etc., should cover the 
calendar year and is due December 31st 
of each year as provided in the library 
law (Sec. 731 of the Code). 

There is a question as to whether some 
of the dates required for annual re- 
ports that seem to conflict with others, 
should not be changed, and this is a 
topic that could well be considered at 
the next meeting of the Iowa Library 
Association. Certainly there are three 
dates that should be considered in con- 
nection with any adjustment by legis- 
lation of the date of the library report, 
viz.: December 31st, the date specified 
in the regular library law for the full 
annual report, to the Mayor and City 
Council, the Library Board and the 
State Library Commission; second, 
March 31st, the date specified for the 
financial report under the new law re- 
garding Municipal Accounts; and third, 
July Ist, the date specified by the law 
when new trustees assume office and 
the Board is reorganized. 





** “The true University of men,’ said 
Carlyle, ‘is a collection of books.’ We 
may safely infer that the ‘collection 
of books’ referred to by the Philoso- 
pher was not a list of the ‘best sellers’ 
for the last year or two; not the books 
‘everybody is talking about,’ worthy 
as these may be, but rather a collection 
of the books which have stood the test 
of. time; the books which the reading 
world has more or less unanimously re- 
fused to let grow old.’’ 
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* Building a Library. 
By F. B. Taylor, Chairman Library Com- 
mittee, Lenox College, Ia. 

I visit a town occasionally where 
they have a Carnegie library building. 
There are, fortunately, many such 
towns. This one has had its library 
building five or more years. It also has 
a librarian, a real one, the most faith- 
ful, devoted, self-sacrificing woman you 
can imagine by the aid of the many 
beautiful characters you know. It is 
a benediction to the people of that town 
worth a dozen library buildings just 
to have her light shining from so tall 
a candle-stick in their midst. They 
also have a library tax, and a fuel and 
light and janitor bill and a little salary 
account, that absorbs the tax. In fact, 
the only thing they lack of having a 
library is books. Absolutely they have 
a few, but relatively to their education 
and taste and liberality and wealth, and 
enterprise in other directions, nothing 
worth mentioning. 

There are others, not a few. The li- 
brary is not yet anywhere a live enough 
reality even to public-spirited citizens. 
Many people unthinkingly assume that 
a house is a library. They have not 
yet learned that a library is a bookery. 
The book idea needs stimulation. Read- 
ing matter suited to the needs of the 
patrons and in available form is a li- 
brary, though housed in a shanty or 
attic. Nothing less is. And the liter- 
ary material must be in considerable 
quantity, because many people have 
many . The minimum prescribed 
by the state for an approved college li- 
brary is 5,000 volumes exclusive of docu- 
ments, and this, in some instances, for 
only two or three hundred students, 
working in a unified field. How about 
two or three thousand citizens with no 
limiting common interest? 

Books, Books, BOOKS is the call of 
the library; beoks intelligently selected, 
of dignified size and substantial make, 
and fresh. A literary cemetery is not 
a library. Every citizen should count 

*Extract from an article in the Lenox Col- 
lege Bulletin. 
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on putting some cash directly into 


local public library every year for the 


purchase of new books, as he counts 


taxes and subscription papers. No com. 


munity should be satisfied till the be 


and soul of the library represents mops 


value than its clothes. No need to 
either, till the generous Scotchman 
his like has furnished the external ip. 
cidental, to inaugurate the internal = 
sential. 

But there is second-hand material that 
can be used, even books. I saw a perfect 
copy of Grant’s Memoirs, two 


bound volumes, worth a dollar each (the 


first price was two dollars or more per 
volume) which had come in with < 
paper to be worked over at seven- 

of a cent a pound. Don’t use the 
brary for a dumping ground, but use 
judgment. An excellent lady sent 4 
dray load of her first husband’s old rm 
views to the ditch because she was worm 
out moving them around when houge 
cleaning.. There were probably single 
numbers among them worth a dollar 


each, and early volumes that could now 


be sold at five dollars. 

Let me give the different classes of 
persons concerned some hints, for what 
they are worth, and with the suggestion 
that the State Library Commission be 
consulted before any important action i is 
taken. 


To Library Boards.—If your library 
has not the ‘‘Readers’ Guide to Period- 
ical Literature,’’ buy it at once. Ten 
cents or less from each patron would 
probably cover the cost. Subscribe for 
the current issues; they are sent at half 
price to small libraries, and are worth 
double price to any library with even 
a small number of periodicals. They 


enable a patron to put his finger on the 


best discussions of the most important 
topics up to the latest moment. If you 
also have the Abridged Poole’s index 
for the dates prior to 1900, so much 
the better. Then encourage and help 
your librarian to collect the publications 
indexed, or a suitable list selected from 
them. Do not worry about the cost of 
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If your librarian does not 
know. how to place magazines 


pinding. 


- jp thoroughly usable furm at a cash 


outlay of three cents a volume, we will 
tell her ‘‘free of charge.’’ And I as- 
gure you no hidden motive prompts this 
“(generous offer.’’ We have no interest 
which is not forward-and-back acting, 
serving you as well as ourselves. Lenox 
College is now co-operating with all li- 
praries, and one object of this article is 
to render that general co-operation more 
effective. 

To Librarians. — You know these 
things, unless it be about the cheap (but 


strong and neat) home-made cases for 


ines. We have thoroughly tested 


magaz l 
them, and find them a practical success. 


We are using about a thousand of them 
and shall never want fewer, no matter 
how many magazines we have bound. 
Pamphlets and extra and little-used files 
will absorb the supply. ‘Bind as fast as 
funds will permit, but utilize your ma- 
terial meanwhile. You can accumulate 
it rapidly by enterprise and diligence. 
The new rage in some localities for col- 
keting paper to ship away presents 
an opportunity and imposes a duty. It 
would be a shame to let rare old pub- 
lications go to the pulp vat for lack of 
attention. Librarians should inspect 
these collections and secure the desir- 
able material from them . 

More can be made of the Magazine 
Clearing House conducted by the State 
Library Commission than has yet been 
done. I feel sure the Commission would 
approve greater activity in collecting if 
wisely directed, though I speak without 
authority. It is time to begin to hunt 
up old numbers and rare publications. 
You know the people who would have 
them. Why not take pains to see them? 
You would notify the Clearing House 
before sending unusual quantities and 
all libraries could afford to hold some 
boxes awhile, if it should become neces- 
sary, for the sake of having their own 
requisitions on the Exchange more com- 
pletely filled. 

Note. This is followed by a list of period- 
leals especially desired for Lenox College 


library, and by an appeal to editor, teachers 
and friends of Lenox college to aid in build- 
ing up the college library.—2Zd. 





Iowa Summer Library School, 1908. 


The Eighth Annual Session of the 
Iowa Summer Library School will begin 
July 6th at Iowa City and continue 
four weeks. Because of the meeting of 
the A. L. A. in the Middle West at Lake 
Minnetonka the last week in June, it was 
deemed inexpedient to begin the course 
as early as heretofore, as it is expected 
that many Iowa librarians will attend 
the A. L. A. meeting,—hence the School 
will open immediately after that meet- 
ing. 

Two parallel courses will be offered,— 
the elementary course, and one for 
those who have attended former ses- 
sions, or are sufficiently proficient to 
enter for advanced work. The elemen- 
tary course will consist of elementary 
cataloging and other records, classifi- 
cation and the work with children, and 
also general lectures. The advanced 
course will include subject headings and 
analyticals in cataloging, a course in 
book evaluation and one in U. 8. Gov- 
ernment documents. 

The course in U. 8: Documents given 
by Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., of the New York 
State Library School, will be of un- 
usual value and interest, and special 
students will be admitted for this course, 
which will be given during the last two 
weeks in July. Special students will 
also be admitted for the course in Li- 
brary Work with Children, given - by 
Miss Edna Lyman during the same pe- 
riod. A commodious house has been se- 
cured for the accommodation of the stu- 
dents and instructors of the Library 
School, following the plan of previous 
years, which proved so successful. It is 
believed that this arrangement adds to 
to the pleasure and comfort of the stu- 
dents. 

Full information regarding the 
courses and tuition, may be obtained 
by writing to the Director, Miss Alice 
S. Tyler, Library Commission, Des 
Moines. 
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Iowa and the A. L, A. 


For the second time in the history of 
the organization the American Library 
Association is coming to the middle west. 
This is an event of much importance to 
the library workers of the state of Iowa, 
as it brings this great national meeting 
within reach of a large number who 
have not hitherto found it possible to at- 
tend. 

This meeting will be held June 22- 
27, at Lake Minnetonka, the famous 
summer resort, 20 miles from Minne- 
apolis and about 30 miles from St. Paul. 

It, should be noted that the dates of 
the meeting have been changed a few 
days earlier, to avoid conflict with the 


dates of the N. E. A. meeting in Cleve- 


land, which the former date caused. 

The program promises to be unusu- 
ally full and attractive with the meet- 
ings of the A. L. A. sections and affiliat- 
ed organizations, and there will be dis- 
cussions at the general sessions of live 
topics. 

The first general session will be held 
Tuesday afternoon, June 23; the Chil- 
dren’s Librarians’ section will meet in 
the forenoon of that day. On Monday 
meetings of the Minnesota and South 
a Library Associations will be 

eld. 

There should be a large Iowa dele- 
gation in attendance and it is hoped 
that if a considerable number signify 
their intention to attend, arrangements 
may be made to secure rooms at the 
same hotel. Our first Vice President, 
Mr. Newton R. Parvin, of the Masonic 
Library, Cedar Rapids, has kindly con- 
sented to look after this matter for the 
Iowa people. Those expecting to at- 
tend the meeting should notify him at 
once. Those who can not decide at once 
as to reservation can address later the 
chairman of the Rooming committee, 
Miss Gratia Countryman, Public Li- 
brary, Minneapolis, Minn. 

While there will be no attempt to 
have a meeting of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation at Minnetonka, it is our hope 
that there may be a large Iowa repre- 


sentation and that we may ‘‘get 
gether’’ during the meeting. 


Mrs. A. J. BARKLEY, ee 


President I. L. "A. 


Attractive Picture Books for Chil¢ “i 


By Miss Mary E. Wheelock, Lib 
Grinnell (Ia.) Free Library. 





Among the illustrated books for chil. 


dren there are but few which am 
really worthy of a place in the library, 
The library of the present day must 
compete in some sense with the 7 
supplements to the Sunday dailies, and 
the library of smallest resources, : 
should provide itself with a few ‘of the 
best picture books. In the list which fol. 
lows, the books are not selected in every 
case because of the artistic value, which 
might be a debatable question in some, 
perhaps. In all of them, however, there 
is believed to be some merit, though i in 
a few it may be the apparently crude 
‘‘chalk talk’’ which accompanies the 
verse, but which conveys a distinetly 
wholesome idea that impresses itself 
pleasantly upon the mind of the child 

Some of the most desirable books in 
the list are not so durable as we might 
wish, probably from the fact that the 
quality of paper which takes the eol- 
ored illustrations satisfactorily is not 
the best for wear. The small library, 
however, will find it no extravagance: 
to buy these and use for a time; and 
if at the first sign of breaking away, 
the paper proves unfit for binding, se 
eure some of the scrap books from the 
Waldorf Bindery Co., St. Paul, ata 
eost of 25 cents each, mount the pic 
tures, and the text as well, where pos 
sible, and so prolong the life of the book 
for table use by several times the or- 
dinary period of wear. It is hard to 
believe that a worn out book can be 80 
rejuvenated by working into a scrap 
book, but a trial will convince even the 
most skeptical. The pictures should be 
trimmed very evenly, and if soiled, 


should be cleaned with art rubber ora 


very soft eraser. In many cases it is 
necessary to have two copies of a book 
to make a satisfactory scrap book, but 
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a few books are admirably adapted for 
the purpose from the fact that text and 
illustrations are confined to one side of 
the leaf, leaving the other side blank. 


" Phere are a few books, also, from which 


pictures may be selected here and there 
to make a most attractive picture book 
without text. Those books in the list 
which are best adapted to this method 


of preservation are starred: 

*aesop, A hundred fables of Aesop; 
from the English version of 
Robert L’Estrange. Lane 

*Baby days. Century 

Bairns’ Library, Book of the Zoo 
(colored) 

Bridgman, Guess (riddles), (colored). 
Caldwell 1 

Brooke, Golden Goose and Three Bears 
(colored). Warne 

Three little pigs and Tom Thumb 
(colored). Warne 

Burgess, Goops and how to be them 
Stokes 

*Caldecott, Picture book No. 1. . 
tains History of John Gilpin, 
House that Jack built, Elegy on 
the death of a mad dog, Babes 
in the wood (colored). Warne.. 

Copeland’s Book of the Zoo (Burns’ 
library). Dutton 

Brownies: 

Brownies around the 
Century 

Cox, Palmer Cox’s Brownie primer. 
Century 40 

*Crane, Red Riding MHood’s picture 
book (colored). 1.25 

*Deming, Indian child life (colored). 
Stokes 2.00 

*De Monvel, Filles et garcons (text in 
French, but desirable for the 
pictures). Hachette 1.00 

*Dodge, New baby world. Century.... 1.50 

*Francis, Book of chterful cats Cen- 
tury 1.00 

Greenaway, Under the window (col- 
ored). Routledge 1.50 

*Grover, Sunbonnet babies’ 

(colored). Rand 

Holbrook, Hiawatha primer (colored). 
Houghton 

Kirk, Baldwin primer (colored) Ameri- 


*Moore, The night before Christmas. 
Brentano’s 

Newell, Topsys and turvys Century .. 

Peary, The snow baby. Stokes 

Potter, Tale of Peter Rabbit.Warne... 

Pyle, Careless Jane and other tales. 
Dutton 


Charles Aldrich. 

The history of library growth and de- 
velopment in Iowa could’ not be written 
without including the name of Charles 
Aldrich, who passed away at his home 
in Boone, Iowa, March 8, 1908, in his 
eightieth year, having been born October 
2, 1828. Mr. Aldrich was a man who 
left his impress on whatever he touched. 
A man of force and determination, there 
was still the air of gentleness and kindli- 
ness that bespoke the man of true cul- 
ture. While he was for many years a 
journalist of recognized ability, he will 
be forever known as the Iowa historical 
collector,—the founder of the Historical 
Department of Iowa of which he was 
Curator from its founding in 1892 until 
his death. The handsome State Histor- 
ical Building, almost completed, will 
stand as a monument to his work and 
to his enthusiastic and persistent efforts 
to preserve to the State of Iowa, he so 
much loved, its early history and valua- 
ble data. His valuable personal collec- 
tion of rare autographs and manuscripts 
was turned over to the State many years 
ago and to this he had added much valu- 
able material and the large collection of 
portraits of distinguished Iowans now 
housed in the State Historical Building. 
As editor of the ‘‘Annals of Iowa’’ he 
has brought together for preservation in 
permanent form the recollections and 
experiences of the Iowa pioneers. In 
the midst of his unceasing labors in 
this specialized field he was always in- 
terested in the progress of the Iowa li- 
braries and his great desire was 
that the local libraries should be 
alive to the value of historic material. 
He was one of the charter members of 
the Iowa Library Association, which was 
organized as the Iowa Library Society in 
Des Moines in 1890 and was in attend- 
ance at the first meeting. He often ex- 
pressed his hope that Iowa librarians 
should in some permanent way express 
their appreciation of what Mrs. North, 
Mr. Parvin and a few of the pioneer li- 
brarians of Iowa had done in laying the 
foundation so well. 
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Thomas Gay. 

There passed from earth on January 
8, 1908, Thomas Gay of Chariton, one 
of the kindest and truest of men and a 
most enthusiastic believer in the modern 
public library as one of the great agen- 
cies in our day for good citizenship. 

Mr. Gay was born on Prince Edward 
Island, August 1, 1837, hence was 71 
years of age. He was a soldier in the 
Civil War and was wounded in the battle 
of Antietam. In 1868 he came to Iowa 
and located on a farm, but had resided 
in Chariton about 15 years. While not 
educated by the usual method of college 
and university training, he was truly 
educated in the sense that his thirst for 
knowledge and culture had been met in 
a large measure by the reading of the 
best books throughout his entire life. He 
was an unusually well-informed man. 
He believed with Carlyle that ‘‘The true 
university of the people is a collection 
of books’ and hence the public library of 
Chariton was one of his chief interests. 
As President of the Library Board he 
carried the Library through the stug- 
gling years of its upbuilding until he 
saw it housed in the convenient and 
artistic building, given by Mr. Carnegie, 
which was a source of pride to Mr. Gay. 
He thought always of what the library 
might do for the young people. During 
his last sickness he put in writing this 
message for the Chariton Free Public 
Library and it may well be a message 
for all: 

**It is not always easy to lead a life 
that is full of blessings toward those 
with whom we come in contact, and also 
one rich in our own satisfactory happi- 
ness. 

‘‘If we make the written thought of 
our best authors our own by careful 
study when young, they will give us im- 
measureable assistance in this direction 
through life, and ever flood its pathway 
with that temperate sunshine which lifts 
our travel, even when most weary, into 
a blessed journey toward the life which 
is to come.’’ 

**As I stand confidently and cheer- 


fully by the portals that soon must open 
to usher me into immortality, I do not 
think it improper to leave this message 
to those who read. 
“I have from youth to age joyfully 
drunk the elixir of a pure and wholesome ~ 
literature which has in every period of 
my life been of inestimable benefit to 


me in rendering my existence most 1 


happy. 
**To the friends of this Library let” 


me most earnestly recommend this clingy 
which will be found in abundance upon ~ 
the shelves and tables of this instity. 
tion.’ 4 





There is one form of culture cirele 


On Reading Aloud. 4 ( 


which, it occurs to us, might profitably | 5 


be encouraged—circles for readiz 


aloud. Perhaps the idea is impracti- 


cable; almost certainly it is. The thing 
ean’t be formalized any more than con. 
versation can be. The family, after all, 
is the natural reading circle, though 
perhaps it might be expanded into a 


small, irregular and informal neighbor. — : 


hood group. But something ought to & 


be done to check the decay—if it has’ 


not already entirely vanished—of the — 
practice of reading aloud. It was one — 
of the loveliest social habits of the day ~ 
before yesterday, promoting kindliness, — 
community of ideas, and mutual under. 
standing. It united families, it fur. ~ 
nished inspiration, it took a little time, 
but it gave back grace a hundredfold. — 

A dog snatches his bone and rungs 
into a corner for a solitary feast. The — 
cave-dweller did the same. But as civil- 
ization advances, we discover the indel- 
icacy of gorging alone; we assemble for 
our meals and erect them into functions 
of sociability. 

And yet men and women who would 
choke at a solitary dinner, regularly sit 
down alone to gobble books, magazines 
and newspapers, frowning horribly if, — 


perchance’ interrupted at the unsocia- 


ble and indecent performance. 


It is not altogether fanciful to at- — 


tribute some of the eccentric notions 
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with which many people are afflicted, 
to the uncorrected impressions of soli- 

-reading. It would, perhaps, be 
gomathematical to argue that the 


amount of pleasure enjoyed by each of 
six persons listening to the reading of 


a.good book is six times as great as each 
would derive from its lonely perusal. It 
is, however, or ought to be, much great- 
er. The common understanding seizes 

ints the single reader would miss, the 
best quickens the slowest intellect to 

reciation, the fire flies from heart to 
heart. The language of the writer is 
restored to its original form and foree— 
it is on the lips and in the ear. Type is 
a faithful preservative of language, but 
there is no telling how much the world 
has lost by its practice of requiring the 
thought of a book direct from its hard 
type instead of allowing it fo liquify 
back into the living, moving accents of 
the tongue, and be received by the ear 
formed for it. 

Our neglect of reading aloud has cost 
us certainly no little in the decay of 
our manner of speech. We are a stut- 
tering, slovenly-spoken generation. The 
proud oral traditions of the glorious 
past are beggared. Set almost any of 
us to reading a book aloud and mark 
the degraded wretchedness of his utter- 
ance. Keep him at it, and mark the 
inevitable improvement of his speech. 

Again, by our neglect of audible 
reading we have allowed the world to 
become full of books which are not 
worth reading aloud, and that is to say 
they are not worth reading at all.— 
New York Times’ Saturday Review of 
Books. 





List of Cheerful Books in the Burling- 
ton Free Public Library. 


“A laugh is worth a hundred groans in any 
market.”’—Lamb. 


Allen—Miss Cayley’s Adventures. 
Bacon—Domestic Adventurers. 
Imp and the Angel. 
Bangs—Mr. Bonaparte of Corsica. 
Butler-—Confessions of a Daddy. 
Crawford—Little City of Hope. 
Puller—Brunhilde’s Paying Guest. 


Gale—Loves of Pelleas and Etarre. 
Grahame—Golden Age. 
Hall—Aunt Jane of Kentucky. 
Holmes—aAutocrat of the Breakfast Table. 
Jacobs—Short Cruises. 
Janvier—Passing of Thomas. 
Jerome—lIdle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow. 
Kelly—Little Citizens. 
Wards of Liberty. 
Kingsley—Those Queer Browns. 
Lent—Being Done Good. 
Lincoln—Cap’n Eri. 
Little—Lady of the Decoration. 
Loomis—A bath in an English Bath Tub. 
Cheerful Americans. / 
Lorimer—Letters of a Self-Made Merchant 
to His Son. 
Martin—Tillie, a Mennonite Maid. 
Mowbray—A Journey to Nature. 
Munro—Bud. 
Oldmeadow—Susan. 
Paine—From Van-Dweller to Commuter. 
Porter—Freckles. 
Rice—Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch. 
Sanborn—Adopting an Abandoned Farm. 
Stewart—Partners of Providence. 
Stockton—Casting Away of Mrs. Lecks and 
Mrs. Aleshine. 
Rudder Grange. 
Stuart—Napoleon Jackson. 
Twain—Innocents Abroad. 


. Warner—Rejuvenation of Aunt Mary. 


Susan Clegg and a Man in the House. 
Warner—Back Log Studies. 

Being a Boy. 

My Summer in a Garden. 
Watanna—Diary of Delia. 
Wells—Her Ladyship’s Elephant. 
Westrup—The Coming of Billy. 
Wiggin—Cathedral Courtship. 

The Old Peabody Pew. 

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm. 
Wilder—The Sunny Side of the Street. 
Williamson—The Lightning Conductor. 





Library School Examinations. 


The entrance examinations for the 
Pratt Institute Library School take place 
June 12, 1908. The term opens Sep- 
tember 17, 1908. 

The Library School of Western Re- 
serve University, Cleveland, will give the 
entrance examination June 12, 1908. 
1908. 

The Wisconsin Library School holds 
‘entrance examinations June 12, 1908. 

The above dates are given for the 
benefit of those in this state who are con- 
sidering entrance to a library school 
next fall. 
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Albia.—The Public Library of Albia 
now occupies its attractive new home in 
the Carnegie-Evans library building, 
having opened the building for public 
use March 21st. There were no formal 
opening exercises, but the people of Al- 
bia quickly availed themselves of the 
opportunity of inspecting the new 
building, so that the first few days took 
on somewhat the nature of a reception. 

The building was the gift of Mr. Car- 
negie, and cost $10,000. It is located on 
a beautiful and convenient corner lot, 
the gift of a citizen of Albia, Mr. John 
Z. Evans. The library now has over 
1,800 volumes and has occupied the rest 
room in the court house since January, 
1906, when it was opened in a modest 
way. Mrs. Laura M. Duncan has been 
the librarian from the beginning, and 
attended the Iowa Summer Library 
School last‘summer. The board has re- 
alized from the first the importance of 
modern methods, and the library has 
been classified and catalogued. 


Atlantic.—The Browning Literary 
Club of Atlantic secured Miss Edna 
Lyman for the lecture on ‘‘The Listen- 
ing Child’’ for the District club meet- 
ing there last November, and not the 
Library Board, as stated in our previ- 
ous issue. 

Belle Plaine.—The work begun some 
time ago by the women of the Congre- 
gational Church to provide a reading 
room has taken on larger form, as 
those who inaugurated and faithfully 
labored for it hoped it would, and a 
library association has been organized. 
The City Federation of Clubs has been 
actively interested, as well as the Por- 
tias and other clubs. Since the ‘‘ book 
shower’’ with which the library was 
opened in July, 1906, the library has 
grown steadily until now it numbers 
over 500 volumes. It is hoped that 
eventually a municipal tax may be 
voted so that the library may become a 


free public library. The Board — 


Trustees are: B. P. Harding, W. J, 


Guinn, W. J. Dean, Dr. A. J. Oly 


L. L. Lock, Mesdames J. E. Me *3 


F. E. Henry, R. S. Osgood and. 

Alma Nichols, the last named acting i 

librarian. ,. 
Burlington.— Miss Lucretia D. @ 

of the staff of the Burlington FP 


Library was granted a leave of absengs 


for two months on account of 
health, and is greatly improved, | 
expects to return soon. Miss Clapp hi 
contributed some very successful 
stories to several of the leading 
zines; one was printed in the Februayy 
number of the ‘Craftsman.’ i 

Charles City.—An engineers’ , 

was formed this winter by the men 
one of the factories in Charles 
and they meet in the library club room, 
They are interested in building up > te 
collection of books on “‘Useful Arts, 
and will donate about fourteta il engi- 
neering magazines. 
. Clarinda.—Mr. Carnegie has offered 
$15,000 to Clarinda for a public library 
building, and it has been accepted. A 
building committee has been appointed 
by the Library Board, and plans arm 
being prepared. There is a good 
brary in Clarinda, and a home of ig 
own will add to its usefulness and per 
manence. 

Clarion.—The Morgan-Everts library 
building for the Public Library of 
Clarion has been completed and will 
be opened early in April. About 100 
new books have been purchased, and 
the library commission organizer, Miss 
Mann, is aiding in installing the new 
records. Mrs. George Eldridge, so well 
and favorably known for her work @ 
the Clarion public schools, has beet 
elected librarian. 

Davenport.—Miss Lydia Barrette, 
children’s librarian at Davenport, t& 
signed her position February Ist to a& 
cept a similar position in the Publi¢ 
Library at Jacksonville, Illinois. Miss 
Katherine Tappert, a former membet 
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of the staff at Davenport, who has been 


teaching in the high school at Fairfield, 
lowa, for the past two years, has been 

inted to succeed Miss Barrette in 
eharge of the children’s room. 

On February 16th a fire started in a 
basement room of the Davenport Pub- 
lie Lirary, but was quickly extin- 
guished by the fire department, and no 
damage was done to either books or 
furniture. The room was the janitor’s 
work room, and the total loss to build- 
ing and contents was about $400. It 
was covered by insurance. The fire 
was caused by defective insulation of a 
light fixture. 

The month of February shows the 
largest circulation of any month since 
the opening of the Davenport Library, 
and the gain was distributed through 
all departments. The circulation was 
17,449—9,482 in the adult department, 
3,868 in the children’s room, and 4,046 
through the public schools. The daily 
average at the library was 558 books, 
and the fiction percentage was 66. 


Dubuque.—A good friend of the Car- 
negie-Stout Public Library has given 


$100 for additional magazines and 
newspapers for the reading room, and 
this will include some relating to the 
useful and mechanic arts. 


Emmetsburg.— At the regular spring 
election March 30th, the question of 
establishing and maintaining a _ free 
public library by taxation was submit- 
ted to the people of Emmetsburg and 
resulted in a majority in its favor. The 
women have been active in developing 
a favorable library sentiment, and have 
maintained a Library Association for 
several years. The books belonging to 
the association, consisting of about 900 
yolumes, will be turned over as thé nu- 
deus for the new library. 

lowa City. —The University Library 
now occupies commodious and attract- 
ive quarters on the main floor of the 
new Natural Science Building, and on 
Friday evening, January 17th, a recep- 
tion was given by the librarian, Mr. 


M. G. Wyer, and the library staff, in 
order that the new rooms might be in- 
spected by the friends of the library. 
There was also an exhibit of rare books, 
including those in the Ranney collec- 
tion. 


February 4th the Library Club of 
Iowa City held its first regular meet- 
ing for 1908 in the trustees’ room of 
the Public Library. The general topics 
for discussion this year are the various 
schools for library training, their aims 
and standards. A formal report is 
given, followed by a free discussion. 
In addition the club is working out a 
plan of having a selected number of 
the new and important books feviewed, 
with a resume of the leading events in 
the library world. 

The meetings are enthusiastically at- 
tended by the staffs of the University 
and Public libraries, with the trustees 
of the latter. The following officers 
for the present year were elected: Mal- 
colm G. Wyer, president; Jennie Rob- 
erts, vice president; Caroline Lang- 
worthy, secretary-treasurer. 


Iowa City. —Miss Lorena Webber, 
formerly librarian of the Iowa City Pub- 
lic Library, has become librarian of the 
public library in Jacksonville, Illinois, 
having assumed her new duties April 
Ist. It is a cause of great regret to the 
library workers of the state that Miss 
Webber should go beyond our borders, 
but affords another example of Iowa’s 
contributions to the library cause else- 
where. The library to which Miss Web- 
ber goes is one of the strong libraries of 
Illinois and she will doubtless maintain 
the high standard already set in that 
library. 

Lake City.—An. active campaign on 
the part of those interested in a free 
publie library resulted in a favorable 
vote in Lake City at the spring election 
March 30th on the question, ‘‘Shall a 
free public library be established?’’ A 
library has been maintained by the Li- 
brary Association for several years, and 
1,000 volumes will be turned over to the 
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city for the new institution. Great 
credit is due the women of Lake City 
for their earnest and capable efforts to 
secure a library. It is expected that 
Mr. Carnegie will provide a_ library 
building. 

Le Mars.—The Public Library at Le 
Mars has suffered a keen loss in the 
death of Mr. Ira T. Martin, the presi- 
dent of the Library Board, who passed 
from earth Dec. 24, 1907. Scarcely a 
day passed that Mr. Martin did not visit 
the library and give of his time and 
thought to its upbuilding, and during 
the erection of the new Carnegie build- 
ing he was diligent in his attention to 
the details of construction. The qual- 
ity of books on the shelves of the li- 
brary was a matter of great moment to 
him. He was interested in public en- 
terprises of an educational and philan- 
thropic character, including the Chau- 
tauqua, the city hospital, and the local 
soldiers’ relief commission. He was a 
lawyer of ability and was held in high 
esteem by the entire community. 


Nevada.—A well deserved recogni- 
tion of the labors of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
P. Payne on behalf of the Nevada Pub- 
lic Library was expressed recently by 
the presentation of framed portraits of 
both Mr. and Mrs. Payne to the Li- 
brary by Mrs. Sarah J. Dillon. The 
following is from a local paper: ‘‘Mr. 
Payne has been president of the Library 
Board of Trustees since the organiza- 
tion of the board nearly fourteen years 
ago; and Mrs. Payne has been active in 
the work which the women of the city 
have most generously and_ earnestly 
done for the completion and furnishing 
of the library building. To Mrs. Dillon 
it seemed a graceful and appropriate 
thing to present the portraits of these 
two people in appreciation of their ef- 
forts in behalf of the library; and the 
sentiment thus expressed is most cer- 
tainly appreciated by them and theirs, 
as it appeared likewise to be endorsed 
by those in position to speak officially 
for the library. The portraits are the 


best product of the photographer’s 

and are most handsomely framed. 
presentation speech was made on be 
half of Mrs. Dillon by Mr. J. A. Ki 
of the Library Board, and it wag 4 
his motion that the portraits were for. 
mally accepted and aecorded space up. 
on the walls of the library.”’ ie 


Osceola.—Failure of the Mayor 
City Council to agree on the names of 
Library Trustees has delayed the on 
ganization of the free public lib 
which was voted on favorably last — 
but the women of Osceola have : 
the collection of books and through the 
efforts of the members of the Civics Clu 
and the P. E. O. a few books. have been 
collected and the library was opened” 
Saturday, January llth, in the Regt 
Rooms in the Court House. The Tray. 
eling Library is also being used to ang. 
ment the local collection. : 


Red Oak —Miss Sarah Palmer hag 
been elected librarian of the new ki. 
brary and steps are being taken to pur 
chase books and open the library in 
rented quarters, pending the erection 
of the Carnegie building. 


Rockwell City.—At a special election 
held in Rockwell City January 11th to 
vote on the question of a free public li- 
brary the result was favorable to the li- 
brary, there being a majority of 40. It 
is the expectation to accept an offer from 
Mr. Carnegie of $7,500.00 for a library 
building. Meanwhile a committee of 
women consisting of representatives of 
the various women’s clubs have solicited 
gifts of books and money and opened 
the library within a few weeks after the 
election with about 800 volumes. 


Villisca —The Library Board has 
elected Miss Frankie J. Barker to the po- 
sition of librarian. Plans have been ac- 
cepted for the Carnegie building to cost 
$10,000.00 and the construction will be- 
gin this spring. ' 





‘‘Books are the food of Youth and the 
delight of Old Age.’’—Cicero. 
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Iowa Library Association. 


Mas. A. J. Barker, President, 

Mz. NEwToN R. Parvin, V. President, 

wuss Susanna H. Weare, 2d V. President, 
Miss Mary E. WHEELOCK, Secretary, 

Muss Kate E. THompson, Treasurer, 


The Executive Board of the Iowa Li- 
prary Association met in the office of 
the Library Commission in Des Moines 
on the afternoon of January 15th. The 
matter of re-arranging the library dis- 
tricts of the state was carefully consid- 
ered and finally referred to the secre- 
tary, Miss Wheelock, and Mr. M. H. 
Douglass, as to details. Six districts 


were decided upon to be designated as 


Northwest, Middlewest, Southwest, 
Northeast, Middleeast and Southeast. 
It was the decision of the Executive 
Board that these District meetings 
should be held not later than June Ist 
on account of the A. L. A. meeting be- 
ing held the latter part of June in the 
adjoining state of Minnesota, and it is 

a large number of Iowa libra- 
rians will attend. In compliance with 
instructions at the Council Bluffs meet- 
ing, the Executive Board named the fol- 
lowing chairmen: Northwest district, 
Mrs. R. Oberholtzer, Sioux City; Mid- 
dlewest district, Miss Mary N. Adams, 
Atlantic ; Southwest district, Mrs. Mary 
E. Daily, Council Bluffs; Northeast dis- 
trict, Miss Fanny Duren, Waterloo; Mid- 
dleeast district, Miss Mary E. Wheelock, 


Grinnell ; Southeast district, Miss Daisy 


B. Sabin, Burlington. 

The Middlewest District will meet in 
Atlantic April 30th and the Southwest 
District will unite in this meeting. The 
Northeast meeting will be in Charles 
City, May 13th. The Southeast meet- 
ing will be held in Fairfield May 15th, 
and that of the Northwest will probably 
be held the following week at Sioux 
City. 
Plans are under way for a splendid 
program at the October meeting of the 
State Association at Cedar Rapids. The 
dates decided upon are October 20th, 
2ist and 22d. 


The “Rest Room” in Storm Lake. 
By Mrs. F. F. Faville, Trustee, Storm 
. Lake Public Library. 

After eighteen months’ test, the 
**Rest Room’”’ in the Storm Lake Pub- 
lic Library is voted a great success. 
It was a matter of conjecture when the 
building was planned, as to whether it 
would be advisable to .have a ‘‘Rest 
Room’’ in the library. It was finally 
decided to give it a trial, and the Li- 
brary Board is fully convinced that no 
mistake was made. 

A room in the basement that could 
be properly heated and lighted, was 
set apart for this purpose. It has a 
separate outside entrance, and toilet 
and dressing room opening out of the 
main room. It also has an inside con- 
nection with the library proper. 

After the building was completed, 
the board asked the farmers of the com- 
munity to furnish the room. They glad- 
ly responded, appointed committees, 
and went right to work and raised the 
money, and furnished the room imme- 
diately. The ‘‘Rest Room”’ has a hard- 
wood floor, with a nice rug, tables, easy 
chairs and a leather couch. 

The dressing room has lavatory, soap, 
towels, comb, brush, and ‘‘full length’’ 
mirror. 

The use of this comfortable ‘‘ Rest 
Room,’’ with all its conveniences, is 
free to the farmers and their families. 
It is also used extensively by the young 
women who work in the stores and of- 
fices in the town. Until this building 
was completed and a toilet furnished, 
there was no such convenience any- 
where in the town, except at the hotel, 
and the citizens of Storm Lake did not 
feel at liberty to use these unless they 
were guests at the hotel. 

Just this convenience to the people 
of Storm Lake is worth all that it costs 
to maintain the ‘‘Rest Room.’’ It has 
never been necessary to hire a matron 
for this room, as the regular janitor 
of the building has been able to look 
after it and keep it in good order. 

During the past five weeks the farm- 
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ers’ families of this community have 
used the ‘‘Rest Room’’ every day. 
First, we had a series of evangelistic 
meetings lasting for four weeks, and 
then for one week the Iowa State Col- 
lege gave its short course for farmers. 

It was very convenient for the farm- 
ers’ wives and daughters to go to the 
‘Rest Room’’ and leave their heavy 
wraps and arrange their toilets before 
going to these meetings; then, at the 
noon hour they could go to this com- 
fortable room to eat their lunches, chat 
and rest before going to the afternoon 
meeting. 

If they cared to read, they were at 
liberty to go to the library and get 
books, magazines and papers. A moth- 
er with a small baby finds the ‘‘Rest 
Room’”’ almost indispensable. In fact, 
what was once considered a luxury to 
Storm Lake and vicinity seems now to 
be an absolute necessity. 





Books tor Boys who Like Alger Books. 
In a recent number of the ‘“‘New 
York Libraries’’ the following list of 


books was given in response to the fol- 
lowing query: ‘‘ What books would you 
recommend to children who are disap- 
pointed because the library has no Al- 
ger books?’’ 


Benton, C. E.—As seen from the ranks; a 
boy in the civil war. 
Cody, W. F.—Adventures of Buffalo Bill. 
Custer, E. B.—Boots and saddles. 
Downes, A. M.—Fire-fighters and their pets. 
Drysdale, W.—The fast mail; the story of a 
train boy. 
The young supercargo. 
Duncan, N.—Adventures of Billy Topsail. 
Finn, F. J.—That football game. 
Goss, W. L.—Jack Alden. a story of the Vir- 
ginia campaigns, °61-65. 
Jed;.a boy’s adventures in the army of 
"61-65. 
Greene, H.—Pickett’s Gap. 
Hancock, H. I.—Life at West Point. 
Hayes, I. I.—Cast away in the cold. 
Hill, C. T.—Fighting a fire. 
Janvier, T. A.—Aztec treasure-house. 
Kaler, J. O.—Toby Tyler; ten weeks with a 
circus. By James Otis (pseud). 
Mr. Stubbs’ brother; sequel to Toby Ty- 
ler. By James Otis (pseud). 
King, C.—Cadet days; a story of West Point. 
Marryat, F.—Masterman Ready. 
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Munroe, K.—Derrick Sterling; a story of 
mines. i 
Flamingo feather. j 
Nicolay, * septa s life of Abraham Lip 
coln r 
Pittenger, W.—Daring and suffering; 
drews’ raiJroad raid in 1862. 
Slocum, J.—Sailing alone around the 
Stockton, F. R.—Captain Chap. 
Stoddard, W. O.—Dab Kinzer. 
Quartet; sequel to Dab Kinzer. 
Trowbridge, J. T.—Jack Hazard and 
fortunes. 
Velvin, Ellen—Behind the scenes with 
animals. ( 
Verne, J.—Around the world in 80 days, ma 
Twenty thousand leagues under the ca 





The Appreciation of Literature, ie 

A great deal of printed matter, in 
tended for the admonition and guidance 
of young people, is put forth 43 
year upon the subject of books and 
ing. Sometimes it takes the futile fom, 
of an annotated list or course of 
sometimes it consists of mere rh 
vaporing; occasionally it combinant in. 
struction with counsel in a really h 
and inspiring way. But this aim is not 
to be reached either by pretentious twad. 
dle or by rigorous prescription, for the 
former is rarely imposing and the lat 
ter is rarely practical. The fundamen 
tal difficulty of the problem is to be 
met only by a clear recognition of the 
fact that literary appreciation is an 
individual concern, and that, while 
Standards of taste undoubtedly exist 
and their acquisition should be the ulti- 
mate goal of every reader, they are at 
tained to by many paths, and it would 
be a wise man indeed who should know 
how to mark out the course best fitted 
for another’s steps. 

The best of all agencies for the ineal- 
cation of a sound literary taste is the 
home library, well stocked with books 
new and old (especially old), accessi- 
ble to the child from the days of his” 
early toddlings, and offering him its un- 
affected welcome. But the old-fashioned 
home library, in the sense in which we 
read of it in the literature of memoir 
and autobiography, hardly exists today; 
and even in families where it is found, 
the tranquil delights which it offers to 
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: young people of the household are 


_ forced into too sharp a competition with 


he exciting allurements of the outside 
These distractions, for the most 

trivial if not unwholesome, enlist 
energies that might easily have been 
turned into bookish channels, and the 
ious years of childhood—the only 
years in which the best foundations of 
the intellectual life may be laid—are 
frittered away in external frivolities, 


sacrificed to the mischievous sentiment 


which permits children to run wild be- 
eause they enjoy it, and because their 
parents like to see them happy. 

The influence of the home library 
failing us, we must look to the agen- 
cies of the public library and the school 
to unfold for our young people the 
joys of reading, which are also much 
more than present joys, since they have 
the lasting effect of enlarging the con- 
tracted life of the individual until it 
eoincides with the sphere of all human 
experience. Of these two agencies, we 
are bound to say that the public library 
has risen more completely than the 
school to the true conception of their 
common task. The reason is simple 
enough. The library, with its enlight- 
ened modern methods and the realiza- 
tion of its educational function, treats 
the young reader as an individual; the 
school, shackled by system, treats him 
as a member of a regiment. And this 
makes all the difference between meas- 
urable success and certain failure. Pre- 
seribed books and courses and methods 
have their uses in some departments of 
educational activity, but their effect is 
absolutely pernicious when they are ap- 
plied to literature as a school subject. 
And yet this obvious truth seems to 
make no impression upon the type of 
mind that somehow contrives to exercise 
educational authority in our schools, and 
the sort of teaching that makes litera- 
ture hateful to young minds remains the 
only sort to receive the sanction of our 
pedagogical pundits. — Extract from 
Editorial in The Dial. 
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What Do Your Children Read ? 


A mother leading her little child en- 
tered the free public library one day. 
The child was being taught the use of 
books and being shown how to use the 
library. He wanted ‘‘The sandman 
Stories’? but the only copy owned by 
the library was out. He retired to the 
children’s room and soon his mother 
approached the librarian with the in- 
formation her son was weeping because 
he couldn’t have ‘‘The sandman’’ to- 
day and asked if there was anything 
in the library which would take its 
place. The librarian, ever awake and 
willing to help children, soon found 
something that the boy carried home 
with a happy look on his face. If the 
mothers and fathers of this city would - 
step into-the library about four o’clock 
any afternoon and observe the eager 
children after school hours busy at the 
reading tables or selecting books to take 
home it would surely open the eyes of 
some who are leaving the children to 
select their own reading and would also 
impress upon the parents as tax payers 
the usefulness of this fine library of 
ours. 

Notwithstanding the fact that one is 
apt to make a balk of trying to infiu- 
ence childrens reading unless it is ap- 
proached in the right way, the fact re- 
mains, it is the duty of every parent 
to know what their children read be- 
tween school hours. 

Influencing a child’s reading should 
be begun long before the child is able 
to read for himself. That can best be 
done by telling stories to children. Pass- 
ing beyond the Mother Goose and baby 
books that every child probably becomes 
familiar with long before he is able to 
talk, there are so many stories he should 
be told—not read to—which will lead 
him to select the right kind of reading 
when he comes to the age of reading 
and selecting for himself. One can not 
possibly hold the attention of a child as 
completely by reading stories to him 
as by telling them to him. Thus 
it is that there is still another rea- 





son why parents should be familiar 
with the books contained in the chil- 
dren’s department of our library. If 
stories and books are unfamiliar to 
yourself, that your children should be 
led to use the library offers you a 
chance to refresh your memories and 
thus make your talks and stories to 
your children more interesting and use- 
ful. The joy and pleasure a child feels 
when he comes to read stories for him- 
self that have been told to him is un- 
known to most parents. Repetition and 
familiarity with the stories will by no 
means detract from the child’s pleasure 
and instruction when he is able to read 
for himself. 

There is an exceedingly useful little 
' book called ‘‘Finger posts to children’s 
reading,’’ by Walter Taylor Field that 
will repay an hundred fold the time 
spent-consulting it if you have children 
that love to read, or children who shun 
books. Such can, by proper methods, 
be led to find pleasure in what seems 
now a tiresome task. Another book 
useful to parents is ‘‘Psychology of 
child development’’ and still another, 
is ‘‘The boy problem.’’—Mt.. Pleasant 
Republican. 





Printed Library Reports. 

Printed annual reports for 1907 of 
Iowa libraries have reached this office 
and are suggestive and inspiring rec- 
ords of what these libraries are accom- 
plishing in the following cities: Bur- 
tg Cedar Rapids, Clinton, Daven- 

rt, Dubuque, Ottumwa. 

e these reports have not reached you 
write for them; they are attractive in 
appearance and a careful reading will 
give one some conception of the activities 
of the modern public library in serving 
_ the community in which it exists. 





|e Book Exchange 











PUBLIC LIBRARY, SPENCER, IOWA, — 


(Miss Annie L. Duble, Libreriensjh 
The following books are for sale 


‘price will be given by librarian: 


Grant, U. S., Personal Memoirs ( 
ond-hand but in fine condition), ~ 

Waddington, Mary A., Letters of a 
diplomat’s wife (new). 


— 


IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION, DES M 
(Miss Alice 8. Tyler, Secretary.) — 


The following complete volumes (un. 
bound) are now on hand in the Period- 
ical exchange and will be sent wi 
cost, other than transportation: 

Atlantic, vols. 17, 41, 42, 99. 

Bookman, vols. 14, 15, 17-19, 21. : 
Chautauquan, vols. 10-15, 22, 23, 25: 
29-31. 

Cosmopolitan, vols. 17, 19-32, 34, 35. 

Century (Scribner’s Monthly), vols. 19, 
29-74. 

Forum, vol. 19. q 

Harper’s Monthly, vols. 61, 63-76, 78, 81-9, 
104, 107-113. 

McClure’s, vols. 6-25. 

Midland, vol. 1. 4 

Munsey, vols. 17- 23, 26-34. 1 

National, vols. 14; 15, 17-20. 

North American Review, vols. 150, 151, 18, 
154, 157-159, 176, 177, 180, 181.. F 

Outlook, vols. 64-74, 17- $1, 84-87. 

Review of Reviews, vols, 5-34. 

Scribner’s Magazine, vols. 24-26, 29, 30, 33, 
34, 36-39. ' 

World’s Work, vols. 9, 10. : 


Also the following years almost com- — 
plete of Harper’s Weekly: 1895, 1896, 
1897, 1898, 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1903. 

Also the following bound volumes: — j 

Public Opinion, vols. 10-17 (Oct., % 
1890, to Sept., 1894). $ 

Scientific American, 3 vols. (Nov., 
1890, to Nov., 1894). 


, ‘ 
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